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Type ] heat-labile toxin(LT,) DNA probes were labeled with digoxigenin, biotin,
and **P by random priming. Digoxigenin labeled, biotinylated, and **P LT; probe detected
0.1 pg, 1 pg, and 0,1 pg of EWD,  DNA in DNA blot hybridization; 12, 120 and 12
bacteria per millilitre of normal saline in bacteria in situ hybridization; 24, 240, and 24
bacteria per millilitre of stool suspension in stool blot hybridization after exposure to ind-
icator dyes for 4 hours or X-ray film for 72 hours. The treatment of nitrocellulose mem-
brane filters with RNase A and proteinase K eliminated the possibility of false-positivity
and made the specificity of digoxigenin labeled and biotinylated LT, probes as good as *P
LT, probe. 9.79% (14/143) Escherichia coli from diarrheal patients were detected by these

three probes.
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